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Audio Essay Assignment

 the assignment

Create an audio essay for broadcast on WOSU, Ohio State’s NPR station.

The essay should focus on what you believe about your chosen topic. It should be, in the words of NPR's "This I Believe" web site "a statement of your personal beliefs, of the values which rule your thought and action." As the original invitation to this series puts it:

We want to know what you live by.

the goals
· to get you to identify what you believe about your topic and to understand how important these beliefs can be to yourself and others in this culture. Your own beliefs influence how we—as a country and a collection of citizens—treat others, educate them, interact with them, employ them, treat them. Your beliefs about your topic help determine what kind of a future people will have, what kind of a life will be available to them.

· to give you practice in recording audio into Audacity on your home computer or a computer in the writing program office, and also practice in using Audacity to edit your essay.

· to give you practice in understanding the power of language—both written and spoken. You will be doing some reading, writing, and listening as you define your beliefs for this assignment. 

how to get started

· Listen to the example audio essays on the class web site.

· Brainstorm about beliefs on your topic. In order to have a well-rounded, persuasive essay, think about such things as facts and statistics (logos), examples and descriptions (pathos), and outside expert opinion (ethos). Also think about your audience (young, educated people like yourself) and what kinds of evidence will be most persuasive for them; in other words, how can you convince them that your beliefs are in their best interests?

One suggestion: Tell a story: “Take your belief out of the ether and ground it in the events of your life. Consider moments when belief was formed or tested or changed. Think of your own experience, work and family, and tell of the things you know that no one else does. Your story need not be heart-warming or gut-wrenching -- it can even be funny -- but it should be real. Make sure your story ties to the essence of your daily life philosophy and the shaping of your beliefs” (from the NPR “This I Believe” website)

the grading

You will be given formative (in process) feedback during our informal workshops and during one more formal studio feedback sessions. I will use the following criteria to respond to your draft and evaluate your final essay:

· Is it an affirmative, personal statement of belief?

· Is it intellectually engaging to others? Does it have import for a broader audience? Does it provide others insight about your topic?

· Does it reveal careful thinking and preparation on your part?

· Is this essay clear? Focused? Specific? Does it tell a story?

· Is the tone appropriate? Does the essay avoid preaching? Editorializing? Negativism?

· Are the production criteria high? (sound quality, volume, clarity, editing)?

· Is it less than 3 minutes and 500 words. Is it mechanically correct as appropriate for a public submission? 

hand in the following:

· your final edited audio essay on a CD (or your computer desktop) in two forms:

· uncompressed (AIFF 32 bit)

· compressed (MP3)

· a script of your essay

· a grading sheet

· a list of sources for specific information you use

timeline

Th
10.11
hand out assignment; workshop evidence collection

Th
10.18
draft script for peer review

T
10.23
2d draft script for recording (over the weekend you will have been practicing




your delivery – a careful, well-inflected oral presentation)

10.22-26
you will record your audio essay several times using Audacity, and transfer




your audio files to your classroom computer for editing




I will schedule 30-minute recording sessions for everyone during this




week. It is extremely important that you are completely prepared




when you arrive for your session – you must have practiced out loud




numerous times, and bring your Audacity instructions, Flash drive




and earphones with you to the session.
T
10.30
Audio editing workshop

T
11.6
final materials due at beginning of class (see “hand in the following” above)

about Audacity

Audacity is an audio-editing software program that is available for free download for both Macs and PCs. This means you can download a version at home and use it to work on editing your essay outside of class. You can also record your essay outside of class using your own recording device. Keep in mind, though, that THE most important factor in producing a high-quality audio piece is the quality of the initial recording. Wherever you record your essay, make sure that it is as clear and even as possible.

NOTE: you will need earphones when you are working on this assignment in class.

